
WORLD’S LARGEST POLIO WALK 
Rotary District 5970 Club Participation Guide 

Saturday, October 24, 2026 • 10:00 AM CDT 
Rotarians across Zones 25B and 29 will unite on October 24, 2026, to raise awareness of Rotary's fight to eradicate polio. 

Clubs can participate in any way  that fits their size, schedule, and community. 

STEP 1: 

Decide How Your Club Will Participate 
Choose the option that best fits your club: 

□ Encourage members to walk individually with family and friends 

□ Organize a casual club walk 

□ Hold a community walk open to the public 

□ Partner with another Rotary club 

□ Participate during an existing community event 

□ Host a walk at a park, trail, school, downtown area, or shopping dis-
trict 

□ Create a virtual participation option 

Remember: Participation can be as simple or as elaborate as your club 
desires. 

STEP 2: 

Establish Your Goals 
Consider what your club hopes to accomplish. 

□ Raise awareness of Rotary's End Polio Now campaign 

□ Educate community members about polio eradication 

□ Recruit prospective members 

□ Increase Rotary visibility in your community 

□ Raise funds for PolioPlus 

□ Build fellowship among club members 

□ Partner with local organizations and businesses 

STEP 3: 

Choose a Location and Route 
Potential locations include: 

□ Community parks 

□ Walking trails 

□ School tracks 

□ Downtown business districts 

□ Shopping centers 

□ College campuses 

□ Neighborhood walking routes 

Consider: 

□ Parking availability 

□ Restrooms 

STEP 4: 

Determine Event Timing 
The official walk time is: 

Saturday, October 24, 2026 
10:00 AM CDT 
Clubs may: 

□ Walk together at 10:00 AM 

□ Conduct a larger event before or after the official time 

□ Incorporate additional activities such as speakers, refreshments, 

fellowship, or service projects 
Participation Ideas 
       Simple 

• Walk individually 

• Walk with family 

• Share photos 

Club Event  

• Meet at a park 

• Walk together 

• Invite friends 

Community Event 

• Public walk 

• Sponsors 

• Fundraising 

• Media coverage 



STEP 5: 

Assign Leadership Roles 
Identify volunteers to assist with: 

□ Event coordination 

□ Registration (if applicable) 

□ Publicity and social media 

□ Photography 

□ Fundraising 

□ Route and safety coordination 

□ Community outreach 

□ Day-of-event logistics 

STEP 6: 

Promote Your Event 
Suggested promotional methods: 

□ Club newsletters 

□ Social media posts 

□ Local newspapers 

□ Community calendars 

□ Chamber of Commerce announcements 

□ School and nonprofit partners 

□ Rotary district communications 

Use the official World's Largest Polio Walk logo and End Polio 

Now materials whenever possible. 

STEP 7: 

Consider Fundraising Opportunities 
Fundraising is optional. 

Ideas include: 

□ Sponsorships from local businesses 

□ Per-mile pledges 

□ Free-will donations 

□ Club matching gifts 

□ Corporate matches 

□ Direct contributions to PolioPlus 

Even small contributions help Rotary's global effort to eradicate polio. 

STEP 8: 

Prepare for Event Day 
□ Bring Rotary banners and signs 

□ Wear Rotary or End Polio Now apparel 

□ Take group photos 

□ Invite local media 

□ Share photos on social media 

□ Tag Rotary and District 5970 

□ Celebrate your club's participation 

WHY WE WALK 
Polio once paralyzed hundreds of thousands of children each year. Through Rotary's leadership and 

the support of our global partners, cases have been reduced by more than 99%. 

Until polio is eradicated everywhere, children everywhere remain at risk. 

Together, we walk to raise awareness, celebrate progress, and help finish the job. 

END POLIO NOW 

For District 5970 Information:  

Becky Esker (beckyesker.rotary@gmail.com ~ 319-361-7477 (call/text) 

District 5970 World's Largest Polio Walk Coordinator 


